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air. Local people enjoyed blooming cherry 
trees, laughed and celebrated weddings.  
Harada Roshi’s account of bringing food 
to Sendai brough home the juxtaposition 
of our lives continuing as usual outside 
the area of impact versus the ongoing 
continuous suffering of people in Sendai. 
His description of multiple cars stuck in the 
wires above telephone poles and people’s 
gratitude for the food he brought amidest 
extreme destruction and grief was almost 
incomprehensible in relation to the meal we 
are eating today or the bed we are sleeping 
in tonight. 

Laurie Fischer April 4, 2011 
When I called the Kabuki Theatre in Tokyo 
and a woman there said she was sorry that 
the show had cancelled, I told her I didn’t 
mind and was sorry about the tsunami. She 
seemed surprised I wasn’t angry. We just 
exchanged a few sentences, but you could 
really hear the sadness from the tragedy in 
her voice. When she answered the phone at 
first she sounded so cheery and normal, so 
I knew even though people all seemed to be 
acting normal, that that didn’t show every 
thing. 
It was kind of weird because a lot of 
ryokan owners were surprised at so many 
cancellations. They didn’t experience the 
direct severity of the earthquake/tsunami 
so it wasn’t real for them. I felt like that too 
because I just heard stories. I didn’t know 
how to help. I kept picturing a twelve year 
old girl playing in her room, suddenly swept 
into the ocean, and what that would be like, 
so I guess my imagination was the closest I 
could get to understanding the tsunami. 
 Leah Fischer


